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INTRODUCTION. 


Tur Deſign of the following pages, is to enkindle 
zeal in the heart of the Reader, and to direct it into its 
proper channel. As motives hereto, the Glory of Chriſt, 
and the exaltation of the riches of his grace, by the 
wide diffuſion of the light of the Goſpel through the 
realm, in the Salvation of precious, immortal Souls, are 
propoſed. Theſe conſiderations are weighty and pow- 
erful upon the minds of thoſe, who are experimentally 


acquainted with the awful depravity of human nature 
and have ſeen the Son of Godl, by ©* the ſpirit of wiſ- 


dom and revelation in the knowledge of Chriſt,” in his 
fulneſs, ſuitableneſs, and ſurpaſſing excellence. We 
humbly truſt, that the Miniſters and people of God, will 
be excited to exert their united efforts in ſo glorious a 
Cauſe. Thus, the pure, uncorruyted goſpel of the grace 
of God being extended through the Kingdom, error will 
be checked in-its progreſs, 'Sinners will be converted, 
and chriſtian morality, and pure, undefiled religion,” 


will ſpread their influences far and wide. In fine, 


| Glory will dwell in our landt. And peace, in perfect 


harmony with Truth“, and reſulting therefrom, ſhall 


crown our days below, as a bleſſed pledge and foretaſte 


of perfect bliſs, and everlaſting tranquillity above. 
That every reader may ſhare in this felicity, is the 


* prayer of the Writer. | " 


\ 


=” * John vi. 40. + Pla bang. ® Idea. Y 
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"Yd ſovereign God, 2 5 * whrketh all "thing 
according to the. counſel of his will.” His count 
ſtandeth firm as his Throne, and be will accom- 
pliſh all his pleaſure. He executes his eternal 
decrees, by the daily, operation of his hands. All 
things, relating to his Kingdom and glory, are 
effec ed, exactly according to his pre-determination 
in his own time and way. For, To every thin 
there is a ſeaſon, and a time to every 175 
under the Heaven.|| The piety and will dom of 
a chriſtian are manifeſted, by heedfull obſerving 
the operation of his hands, in the walk of provi- 
dence. An habitual inattention thereto, is a 
mark of impiety and of approaching deſtruction.— 
Becauſe they regarded, not the works of the Lord, 
nor the operation of his hands, he ſhall deſtroy 
them, and, not build them up“. His works, in 
nature, providence, and grace. are great and glo- 
rious, correſpondent to his ſublime perſections, 
0 ſought out by all thoſe who have pleaſure 


+ Ifa, xlvi. 10. || Ececl. iii. 1. * Pſa. xxviii. 5. 


therein. 


in the earth, the Inbabitants of 


| [.. 0: | 
therein.” The difpenſations of providence by ' 
their coincidence with his will, revealed in the 
ſacred oracles, declare his Divine pleaſure, and 
point out the work of the Day. Every thing 
is beautiful in its ſeaſon.” Here wiſdom from 
above is profitable to direct: And, blefled are 
they, who “ can diſcern the ſigns of the times.” 


That theſe are not ordinary, days, all agree.— 
And that God is come near to us in judgment, 
every one confeſſethn. The preſent Jehovah, is 
evidently ſeen and“ known by the judgments 
which he executeth.” The deſign of theſe awful 
diſplays of his juſt indignation, is to teach us 
righteouſneſs : His hatred of fin—the imperfec- 
tion meanneſs, and impurity of our own righteouſ- 
neſs, being comparable to filthy rags, . as 
a rag, offenſive, before unereated. excellence and 
holineſs, as à vile diſguſting rag—our abſolute - 
need of a better righteouſneſs; and to ſee the 
beauty, aa and ſuitableneſs of the 
Righteouſneſs of God, which the Eternal Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, provided in counſel from 
- Everlaſting, for the juſtification of his people, 
which was wrought out in the ſulneſs of time, in 
our nature, by Goa the Son, through bis obe- 
dience unto Death, And, is actually applied by 
God the Spirit, in effectual vocatign, is“ unto 
all, and upon all that beliexe.” And to, “ lixe 
rightcoufly, ſoberly,, and godly, in this preſent 

ortd.” Thus. when the judgments of God are 
1 | 0 world, divinely 
taught, will learn righteauſne(sþ. It is the duty 
of chriſtians at all times to ſpread abroad the ſa- 


| 1 t/ Þ Ifa. XXV1, 9. . | 


* 


pour 


* 
vour of Chriſt's name to the utmoſt of their 
power. More eſpecially, in the preſent period, 
the Diſciples of Chriſt are under the greateſt obli- 
gation, to exert themſelves with redoubled yigour 
in the propagation of the truth as it is in 
Jeſus.” The obligation is indiſpenſable on Miniſ- 


ters and people, in their ſeveral ways: that the . 


pure, uncorrupted Goſpel of the grace of God, 
prevailing, error may be checked in its bateful 
rogreſs, and iniquity, hide her detettable.head.— 
No other method will prove effectual for the 
averting of Divine judgments and promoting 
practical religion, in holineſs of heart, lip, life, 
and converſation. Every man, who is not entirely 
blind as to the events of the Day, who has the 
leaſt ſenſe of religion, muſt acknowledge the truth 
juſt mentioned, of. its being the unqueſtionable 
duty of orthodox chriſtians, ** to ſpend and be 
ſpent” in diffuſing the light of the Goſpel. In- 
„on this head, there ſeems to be but one 
ſentiment, pervading the whole. The queſtion 
is, the ſcene of action; what is the more imme- 
diate object of our attention, which calls for our 
united efforts, talents and treaſure ? Where muſt 
we work ? This interrogation is anſwered by. pro- 
pounding another queſtion, Where is God work- 
ing in his providence, by the moſt ſignal interpo- 
ſition of his hand? In Europe, particularly in 
France, and England: In the former, eſpecially, 
he is diſplaying his vengeance and Truth, in the 
righteous puniſhment of the wicked, and accom- 
pliſhment of ſcripture-prophecy. Here then all 
our attention at preſent 1s challenged, if we would 
not ſhut our eyes againſt the light, and rebel 
| 3 75 | againſt 
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againſt conviction. Where Chriſt is working, let 
us work, if we would abide with God. | 


"Dar immediate attention then, is called 45 
Home. In our native country, we have a large 
field to work in: A field“ white unto Harveſt,” 
which promiſes the. moſt abundant crop. Here 
are millions of precious Souls,“ periſhing for lack 
of knowledge,” whoſe deplorable neceſſity, as well 
as their voices in a thouſand inſtances, cries aloud, 
come hither and belp usf.” Shall we turn a 
deaf ear to their cry? "by indifference about the 
ſtate of our countrymen. Shall we manifeſt the 
moſt barbarous cruelty? Are not the Souls of 
Britons as valuable as thoſe of the Heathen na- 
tions? Is not the ſpiritual. ſituation of the unen- 
lightened among us, as bad, yea worſe than that 
of the ſavage tribes||? Shall we fall in with that 
unſcriptural, deſtructive ſentiment, propagated by 
ſome  eccleſiaſtic Dignitaries, that“ converſion 
implies nothing more than renouncing Judaiſm, 
or idolatry, and proſeſſing the Chriſtian religion . 
Shall we not rather believe the Great Prophet of 
the Church, who with the moſt ſolemn affevera- 
tion declares, Except a man be born again he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God ?“ Shall we 
fuy as the Vicar to his poor pariſhioners, when 
ſome of them were awakened to a fenſe of the 
importance of things relating to their everlaſting 
peace ? Jo be able to repeat the Lord's Prayer, 


Creed, and Ten Commandments, i is religion | ſaffi- 
"cient 


„ 4 At, xvi 9. I Matt. xi, 22. 
+ John, ui. 3. 


„ 

cient for a poor man®.” Do not divine diſpenſu- 
tions as well as the ſcripture of Truth, call upon 
us to rouze ourſelves, and proſecute this important 
buſineſs with unintermitted ardour. Here, all 
things combinò to aid our labours, and crown 
our attempts with deſirable ſucceſs: A people 
prepared every where, and diſpoſed to hear the 
word of life Full religious liberty A barbarous 
* of perſecution found in ſome parts of the 

ingdom thirty or forty years ago, is now no 
more In a word, nothing is wanting, in the way 
of means, but - honeſt diligerice, and zeal, in 
en the goſpel univerſally among us, to ren- 
der our nation a Goſhen, a land of light, and 
bring it * to its ſublime character, given by the 
prophetic ſpirit, The glorious holy mountain, be- 
tween the ſeas, Dan. xi. ult. Indeed, we have 
abundant reaſon to bleſs the God of truth, for the 
wide extenſion of the Goſpel, and concomitant 
ſucceſs thereof among us for ſome years paſt.— 
The laſt fifty years have quite changed the face of 
I am ſorry to find ſomething too like this opinion, in one 
of the miſſionary ſermons. Wheh — Author is combating 
his opponent in the miſſionary buſineſs, lately ſet on foot, he 
ſpeaks to this effect: Shall we neglect the Heathen who. fit 
in darkneſs, becauſe ſome corners of our own Land, have not 
what ſome le call the Goſpel”? This implies, that it is his 
opinion, that they all have the Goſpel : Indeed, they may have 
the Bible in their Houſes, and hear the Scriptures read in their 
Churches, but, how can they underſtand them except ſome 
one guide them, Acts, viii. 31. It is a ſealed Book to a natu- 
ral man. And © Faith comes by hearing: How can they 
hear the Truth of the Goſpel, without a Teacher ſent from 


God, who can explain the mind of the 1 in the ſcheme of 
Redemption, that they may be ſaved. Tbe pure preaching of 


the Goſpel is the ordinary means of Converfion : Where this is 
wanting, Ichabod is written in legible charaQers on the Door, 
** The Glory is departed, or there is no Glory,” I. Sam. 4. ult. 
ſed hæc omitto. vid, Rom. x. 14, 15. E 


B gs: "things 
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things in our Iſland: A © barren wilderneſs, is, 
comparatively, become a fruitful field.“ Many, 
in the cauſe of God and truth, have done excel- 
lently. What has been, is only an earneſt, and 
but the firſt fruits of what is to follow. Seeing 
God has © much people in this place,” we ought 
to lay a plan for carrying the genuine Goſpel into 
- every part of the realm, ſo that there ſhould not 
be a City, Town, Village or Hamlet, but ſhould 
hear, the joyful ſound of the Love, Grace, and 
Mercy of God, in Chriſt, and a completely fi- 
niſhed 'Salvation, at leaſt, once a week. From ( 
what we have ſeen and known, it is probable, that 
Village preaching would be crowned with more 
glorious ſucceſs than what has been witneſſed of 
late years in moſt large Towns. The poor ſimple, 
country people, © receive the word gladly :” Their 
eyes ſparkle with joy at the glad Tidin of Salva- 
tion, in the blood of the Lamb. It is Ml the com- 
fort, iu theſe hard times, that God's poor people 
have in the world. There is ſcarce an inſtance 
that can be produced, of the Truth being carried, 
by a pious, prudent man, to theſe ruſtical people, 
but what it has been thankfully received, and 
bleſſed more or leſs. A great number of places, 
_ favoured with the heavenly meſſage for a ſeaſon, 
have been deprived of it through the poverty of 
the people, to the great grief and bitterneſs. of 
heart of thoſe who love the crucified Saviour in 
ſincerity and truth, : 3 | 
Funds ſhould be raiſed for this purpoſe, and a 
ulation made, in Counties and Diſtricts. The 


Miniſters that are fixed over Congregations, might 
extend their labours, more, or leſs, according to 
their ſtrength, to places where they have no ſtated . 
Paitovr, through the poverty of the people, or 
5 | where 


$ = 
where the Name of Chriſt has not been heard in an 


evangelical miniſtry. And, this is the unhappy 
ſituation of moſt country places, at a diſtance 


from London, Bath and Briſtol, eſpecially in the _ 


Welt of England. As moſt of the Miniſters arg 
poor, not only ſhould Horſe-hire and other inci- 
dental expences be defrayed, but a little ſhould 
be allowed to the Preacher, for wear and tear, if 
the people are ſo yery poor, as not to be able to 
raiſe any thing, which is often the caſe. _ 
I know, that ſome of our Miniſters do act upon 
this plan, and increaſe their uſefulneſs by weekly 
excurſions in the Country, to ſpeak of the anointed 
Saviour to poor Sinners. It is well known, alſo 
that there is a preaching fund already eſtabliſhed 
in the Metropolis. But, the former ſhould be 
general, which would require the latter, to be 
extended and augmented, more than tenfold. — 
The ſmall Towns and Villages, that ſtated Minif- 
ters cannot viſit, ſhould be ſupplied bv itinerant 
Preachers, of orthodox ſentiments and unblamea- 
ble converſation. - „ 
Some of our modern Divines, who would be 
ranked with the Advocates of Free Grace, think 
this of ſmall moment. They imagine, that the 
people are well provided for, © if they are viſited by 
an Arminian Teacher once a week.” Longe mihi 
alia mens eſt. Arminians, may moralize the peo- 
ple a little by their preaching, and, if they did not 
harden their hearts, and prejudice their minds at 
the ſame time againſt the doctrines of the Refor- 
mation, we would thank them. We would evan- 
gelize the peopleF, and bring them to diſcharge 
the great duties of Morality upon the principles 
of the Goſpel. 5 
b + —evayyertoTu h Luke, iv. 18. ä 
B 2 —— Talk 
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alk they of morals, O thou bleeding Love, 


Thou Maker of new Morals to mankind : The gran 
Morality is love of thee, | 
EN Nienr Tnevenrg. 


No free will preacher ſhogld be encouraged, if 
we would not be acceſſary to the propagation of 
the latent ſeeds of Blaſphemy and licentious Anti- 
nomianiſm, Who would encourage the difſemi- 
nation of tenets, which make the everlafting feli- 
15 of immortal Souls, to depend on the contingent 
turn of corrupted free will? And, notwithſtand- 
ins the profeſſed loye of Arminians to all the 
World, yet, upon their ſcheme of doctrine, it is 
poſſible that all men ſhould periſh. Let us love 
the Perſons of Arminians, pity and pray for them, 
that they may be brought into the light of the 
Goſpel. But, if we haye received the ai of the 
Truth{|, we ſhall take care to give no countenance 
to their errors. We ſhould ſpread the pure uncor- 
rupted Goſpel of the Grace of God, as taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which exhibits the provi- 
ion made in the everlaſting Covenant of Grace, 
for the infallible happineſs of unnumbered millions 
of our race, to the eternal Glory of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity. | TK SL 8 
; The reſerved of the Lord: The remnant leſt -. 
2 one that is written among the living in 
Jeruſalem : Or every one that is written unto life“. 
II. Theſſ. ii. 10. | 
+ Jer. 1.20. - IIA. i. 9—Ch. iv, 3. 

* Lehiim ecatoob cel—quisquis adſcriptus fuerit vitæ. Ju- 
nius, Tremellius. Theſe paſſages united, in uniſon with the 
whole Bible, demonſtrate, that were it not for diſcriminating 

Irace, every individual would have been conſigned over to 


ell Torments, to ſuffer the Vengeance of Eternal Fire; which 
fhe puniſhment of Sodom and Gomorrha was a pattern of. 


The 
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The © little flock, the election of Grace,” are 
choſen to Salvation through Sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the Truth, II. Theſſ. ii. 13.— 
The belief of the Truth, effecting Sanctification, 
is the great mean, to accompliſh the grand end of 
the divine choice, viz. the everlaſting Salvation of 
the Elect. Therefore, the Truth muſt be zea- 
loufly, and fully taught, by which the purpoſes of 
God are accompliſhed. The greateſt ſtimulus to 
diligence and perſeverance, is the certainty of 
ſucceſs: For as“ many as are ordained. unto 
eternal Life,” will be brought to faith in Chriſt 
thereby. Our labour will not be in vain in the 
Lord. The Decrees of Heaven do not preclude 
our diligent uſe of means, but engage it, and 
crown it with ſucceſsF. | = Fo 

The ſound and wholeſome words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, being every where preached, by men 
yaliant for the Truth, in Doctrine, Worſhip, and 
Practice, what a glorious Day may we expect! 
Nothing of this nature has been eſſayed, by the 
whole body of orthodox Profeſſors of Religion, 
united together for ſo bleſſed a purpoſe. What 
has been done hitherto, has, for the moſt part 
been the effect of the love and zeal of a few indi- 


And that Election is the ſource of Holineſs, and the ſecurity 
of the Saints Perſeverance, Rom. viii. 30, and is no licen- 
cious Doctrine: But a Doctrine according to Godlineſs : 
Holineſs is a fruit and evidence of it —W hoeyer are writ- 
ten, or ordained to Life, become holy: This is the onl 
ſpring of purity and holineſs jn Time, and of happineſs 
through Eternity, Eph. i. 4. | 


+ The light of nature bas ever taught the heathen Sages 
this Truth. Non votis, neque ſappliciis muliebribus 
auxilia deorum parantur, vigilando, agendo, bene conſu- 
lendo, profpere omnia cedunt, ubi ſecordiæ, tete, atque 
ignaviæ tradideris; nequicquam deos implores, Salluſt. 


|| Jer. ix. 3, 


viduals; 
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_ viduals, and in a very limited ſphere. Let us then, 
my Brethren, up and be doing. All things, at 
preſent, will favour our exertions. To ſay no- 
thing of the obligations we are under at all times 
to this pious work, it is moſt unqueſtionably the 
buſineſs of the Day, to which the voice of the 
Lord, in his word, and diſpenſations, calls us, 
Our hearts being fixed upon this momentous work, 
we ſhall © ſet our ſhoulders to it,” and forward it 
with all our might. 2 | 
Do we want motives and awakening conſidera- 

tions to excite us to this grand undertaking ? they 
are at hand, almoſt innumerable, a few of which 

ſhall be ſelected. | 
Firſt, love, ſincere, diſintereſted love to our 
neighbour. We have found the chief good, © the 
pour of great price: The bread of Life, in our 
*ather's Houſe, © enough and to ſpare,” We 
have ſeen the beauty and glory of the branch of 
the Lord, his ſuitableneſs and fulueſs; have found 
reſt and peace in him; found his © reſt glorious ;” 
and enriched our Souls with his inexhauſtible 
treaſures. Shall we monopolize this treaſure, or 
conceal it, while millions of our countrymen are 
ignorant of the Fountain of Felicity, are periſhing 
in the deepeſt ſpiritual poverty, and famiſhing for 

want of the Bread of Life ? God forbid. ant 

.. Secondly, Every argument urged for carrying 
the Goſpel. to Heathen nations, applies with re- 
doubled weight and energy for the diffuſion of 
Chriſtian verity at home. e ſtate of the Hea- 
thens at home, is as affecting to an enlightened, 
feeling mind, as that of thoſe abroad. Their 
Souls are equally as precious: — They are as much 
periſhing for lack of Knowledge, as the barbarous 
Tribesſſ. They are within our reach, ready to 
|! Hol. iv. 6. 


bail 
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hail our arrival among them, with the good News 
of the Goſpel of Peace. Nothing is wanting but 
funds adequate to the work, and zealous, depend- 
ent diſpatch, upon the power and promiſe of the _ 
omnipotent, faithful God. —What' is laid out in 
furthering the cauſe of Truth, is only placed in 
the Funds of Heaven, which will be re-paid with 
ample intereſt, *, a hundred fold, even in this 
Life,” in kind, or kindneſs, as ſure as Chriſt Jeſus 
is “ faithful and true.” This is the principal uſe 
of riches, for which they are valuable; and to 
ſpend our money for Chriſt and Souls, is the only 
way to immortalize it. Death will ſoon deprive 
us of all, except what has been thus expended, if 
diſaſterous Providences do not wing our riches to 
flee away as an Eagle towards Heaven,“ before 
his arrival. Shall we embark in a cauſe attended 
with innumerable difficulties, and expend thou- 
ſands of pounds upon a mere peradyenture, in at- 
tempting to convert Pagan Lands, and neglect, 
in great meaſure, moſt obvious duty at home: the 
general ſpread of Truth, in order to check the 
progreſs of Error in its rapid career? Which 
tuggeſteth a third conſideration, enforcing . the 
Duty pleaded for: The great declenſion in zeal 
for Trath and the increaſe of Herefies and falſe 
Doctrines. Within twenty years paſt, the ardour 
of the Profeſſors of Religion is manifeſtly much 
abated, for the whole Truth of the Goſpel. Bleſ- 
ſed, be God, there are many, both Miniſters and 
People, who tenaciouſly adhere to the“ whole 
Counſel of God,” and earneſtly contend for every 
branch of the Faith, © once delivered to the 
_ Baints||.” But ſome of our Miniſters, upon prin- 


F Jude v. 3. 
; | ciples 
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ciples of candour, falſely ſo called, do temporize; 
fo that they will admit Men into their pulpits, one 
part of the day, who have preached at Arian or 
Socinian Meetings the other. Theſe general 
Preachers, have the art of pr-acbing ſo as to pleaſe 
all, except thoſe who have eyes to ſee, and hearts 
to love the whole truth. ens 2 
Their diſcourſes ſometimes, have nothing to 
diſtinguiſh them from Socinian Divinity, excepting 
a direct attack upon the fundamentals of our holy 
religion. We ſpeak that which we know, and 
teſtify what we have ſeen.” If men who can thus 
trim the matter, to pleaſe all parties, are orthodox 
in their principles, as thoſe who countenance them, 
for their own credit, aflert, let them declare the 
truth of the) goſpel, and we will believe them.— 
To conceal a part of the truth, or to connive at 
error, to pleaſe men of corrupt minds, is not © can- 
dour, moderation, or a mark of a liberal mind,” 
but ſecret treaſon againſt the King of Saints. 
This moderation is pleaded for, from the example 
of the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who became all 
things to all men. But, whoever conſiders the 
paſſage will clearly diſcern, that it relates to meats 
and drinks, and things in their nature indifferent, 
and not to doctrinal truths. This yielding, . com- 
plying temper, cheriſheth error, and greatly pro- 
motes its progreſs, and is incompatible with faith- 
fulneſs to the Truth of God. Hence, legal prin- 
ciples, and a legal ſpirit are quite, a la mode, and 
many are beguiled from the “ ſimplicity that is in 
Chriſt,” thereby. The intereſt of Religion has 
I. Cor. ix. 22. Differences reſpecting the ſubject of Ba 
. and ſome circumſtances of w muſt — —4 


non- eſſentials, and ſhould not interrupt brotherly intercour 
and mutual eſtœciu. | | 


more 
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more to fear from our orthodox, tem rizing 
Divines, and Arminian Teachers, than the 
oppoſition of Arians, Socinians, and all the Infidels 
in the World. The latter, openly attack our bul- 
warks, the former, ſeeretly undermine their foun- 
dation. Theſe we guard againſt, thoſe we do not 
ſuſpect. Moreover, 1 Chapels are increaſ- 
ing, and Antichriſtian Doctrines ſpread far and 
wide. Notwithſtanding, the l judgments 
of Heaven upon the Papiſts, yet they remain as 
hardened and blinded as ever. They ſtill plead 
the cauſe of the Romiſh Antichriſt with their ac- 
cuſtomed pertinacity. Yea, Popiſh Prieſts, openly, 
and boldly declare, © They confider the troubles 
in France, and their conſequent diſperſion in Pro- 
teſtant countries, as a providence, to give them an 
opportunity, in order to endeavour to bring back 
the people to the old Religion.” Accordingly, 
they loſe no time, but embrace every ſeaſon that 
offers for the ſeduction of the ſimple and unwary. 
And, ſhall we be ſlack, cold, and lukewarm ? 
| Lukewarm in the beſt of cauſes, when iniquity,. of 
Errors, Hereſies, and Tmpiety, abounds, © and 
the love of many, once zealous Advocates for the 
Truth, waxeth cold.” ? Shall we ſleep, and yawn, 
while the clouds are gathering thick over our 
heads, portending a dreadful ſtorm, which threat- 
ens a thipwreck 15 Which brings us to a fourth 
argument, to quicken our diligence in ſpreading 
the everlaſting Goſpel. The alarming aſpect of. 
things. This is ſo viſible to the moſt ſuperficial 
Gs that it might ſeem unneceſſary even to 
mention it. Things ſeem to be in a train to bring 
on the moſt terrible days ſor the Church of Chriſt: 
The hour of Temptation, which ſhall come upon 
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
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earth. When we conſider the jarring intereſt of 
the Belligerent Powers, the ſubtle intrigues of 
Politicians, the countenance given to Papiſis, upon 
political grounds, the cunning craftineſ of the 
latter, and the indifference of the ſormer as 10 
what Religion obtains, we have reaſon to fear, 
that the flaying of the, Witneſſes s at vo ven 
remote period. 
Humbſed as his Holineſs ſeems to be, he js not 
fo Jow but that he will again lift. up his baughty 
head, vecover his priſtine grandeur, and plant the 
Tabernacles of his Palace, in the hender holy 
Mountain, between'the 
Let he ſball, come to an end, leu ade ſhall 
belp him. In this laſt ſtruggle of Antichriſt, and 
temporary dominion over the Saints, the flames of 
Martyrdom will be re-kindled. Do we live in 
ſach perilous times, when every thing that is 
valuable ſcems' to be threatened? What a loud 
call, is this, to © hold faſt that which we have,” 
the genuine Goſpel of Chriſt; and to be in labours 
abundant,: while the Lord 6 ſets before us an 
open Noor,” and divine Providence favours us 
with, an opportunity | Which ſuggeſteth another, 
and the laſt incentive, to the important obligation 
contended for The preſent advantages enjoyed 
for ſo good a work. The religious liberty we are 
now bleſſed with, muſt be confidered the capital 
privilege of this Kingdom : For. this we are in- 
debted to the Toleration Act. Under the auſpices 


I Rev. iii. 10. + Dan. xi. 4, 3.— There is no other country 
(in the known world, fituated between the Seas, where God 
has ſuch a famous Church, as may denominate it a glorious 
holy Mountain, but the Ifland of Great-Britaia : Here the 

es are found in the greateſt number, and where they 
are found, there Rk will be flain. 
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of this Law, Religion is cheriſhed, and lifts up 
her majeſtic head: her Children are multiplied and 
enjoy abundance of peace in her ſolemn Aſſemblies. 
This benign, and moſt equitable proviſion, fur- 
niſhes a glorious opportunity for ſpreading the 
Truth all over the Ifland. More than a century 
is now elapſed, ſince we firſt enjoyed this immu- 
nity: But, has it been valued and improvetl as it 
ought ? Far otherwiſe : This bleſſing, our Anceſ- 
tors prized more than life, who, in the want of 
it, expoſed io Penal Laws, ſuffered a thouſand 
hardſhips for their Religion. And, though it is 
no other than what is due upon the foot of Juſtice, 
every man's Birth Right, and no power under 
Heaven, whether Prince, Pope, or Prelate, can 
morally deprive us of; yet from the complexion 
of the times, there is 


ound to apprehend, that 
ſacrilegious attempts of this nature will be made, 
and prevail. This brings to my recollection, two 
Pct Prove: 0X 7 NT TR Ss 
Quand la fortune eſt a la porte, il faut lui ouvrir, 
L' Occaſion perdus ne ſe trove pas toftjours, 
which, being accommodated to our ſubject, ma 
be rendered thus. While the ſovereign God, 
favours us with an opportunity to work for his 
Glory, and the good of Souls, let us. diligently 
improve it: Becauſe, the ſeaſon miſimproved, may 
flip away, and be irrecoverably loſt. I beſeec 
you then, ye dear lovers of Truth, and followers 
of Jeſus, © the Faithful and True Witneſs by 
the Love of God—by the Grace of Chriſt, who 
has redeemed you with his blood, —by the regard 
you have to the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel, — 
by the benevolence and concern for the beſt inte- 
reſt, which you owe to your countrymen, who are 
poor and cannot keep themſelves—as you wiſh to 
C2 oppoſe 


oppoſe a barrier to the progreſs of Error, increaſe 
a Goſpel Spirit among us, and promote the preva- 
lenee of Chriſtian Verity—By the affecting aſpect 
of things, haſtening to a criſis, to bring on the 
moſt diſmal days and, by the probable ſhort dura- 
tion of preſent privileges, that you conſider this 
ſubject, with all the ſeriouſneſs its importance 
demands, and act ſuitable to the duty it enforcethF. 
But, although, Charitè bien ordonneè commence 
par ſoi meme, this beſt of charity begins at home, 
yet it ſhould not end here. The Love of Chriſt 
ennobles our views, and expands our hearts' with 
the moſt generous benevolence to all mankind, we 
conſider ourſelves as 'Citizens of the World, and 
embrace in our regard both Jews and Gentiles. 
without the leaſt diſtinction. The perſons of men, 
are preciſely the object of this benevolence, irre- 
ſpective of their condition, rank, or principles, . 
religious, or political. Diſintereſted Love, prompts . 
to endeavour their recovery from Error, and to 
bring them to-the knowledge of the Truth, that 
they may be ſaved. To connive at Error, or 
+ Some may be ready to aſk, do you ſet us an example P TO 
which the Writer would reply : The firſt nine years of his Mi- 
niſlry, beſides ſtated labouts, were ſpent in the manner, and with. 
the views propoſed; in what Has been ſaid. He made preaching: 
excùtſions in the country, from four to fifteen miles, and wah 
the Croſs. of Chriſt, occaſionally to fourteen pariſhes, and had 
the W of ſeeing many called by the Grace of God: In chis 
moſt bleſſed work, he ſacrificed his health; fo that for ſome years 
paſt, his ſervices in the Church of Chriſt have been, compara- 
tively, ſmall. He has conſtantly been in the furnace of afflic- 
tion, and exerciſed with ſilent Sabbaths, the heavieſt croſs of 
all, 5* but ir is the Lord, let him do as ſeemeth him good.“ — 
ie days paſt, in the ſweet work of preaching Chriſt, and his 
ious Salvation, daily, to poor Sinners, afford pleaſure in the 
retroſpett. Bleſſed ar 2 who have hearts and ſirength to 
abound in the Work of the Lord. He ſtill acts upon the afore- 
ſaid- plan; and by the Grace of God, will do all in his power 
10 forward it. — | | DALE 
ceaſe 
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ceaſe to remonſtrate againſt it, in the © Spirit of 
Meekueſs, is a mark of hatred to the Erroneous. 
Therefore, aſter our efforts at home to diſſeminate 
the good Seed of the Word of God, as ſoon as the 
Omnipotent, ſhall be pleaſed to caule War to ceaſe, 
and bleſs, the Nations with Peace and Tranquil- 
lity, it will be our, indifpenſible duty, as Servants, 
of the Lord Chriſt, who Jong for. the enlargement. 
of 4 Kingdom, to promote his intereſt in France. 


J0 this the Revolution bas paved the way. 

Let their political principles be right or wrong, or 
whatever moditications their Conſtitution has un- 
dergone, in all the' changes that have taken place, 
the right of Conſeience, with regard to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, has always been recognized. This 
hi invariably, been a fundaniental prineiple” in 
the new order of things. 


| Indeed, Voltaire, their A file, in the com- 
mencement of the preſent Century, though an 
Infidel, and conſequent! y an Enemy to Chriſtia- 
nity, was equally as zealous an Adverſary againſt 
Intolerance and Perſecution, The light of Nature 
taught him, the inviolable Right of Conſcience: 
This is now clearly diſcerned, and, univerfally 
acknowledged throughout the -Gallic Nation. 
Let their ideas of Liberty be proper or improper, 
in this they are right, by manifeſting the abſurdity 
of contending for civil, to the ſecluſion of reli- 

ious Liberty: This moſt invaluable of all Privi- 

eges, is built upon the broad baſis of the Revolu- 
tion, and will ſtand or fall together with their 
Cauſe. The deſign of the Revolution, is to effect 
a Reformation from Popery, that great Abomina- 
tion of the * The tenth part of the Fe, is. 

allen, 


622) | 
fallen. The defign of the Revolution, not of the 
men who brought it about, they intended no ſuch. 
thing, nothing was leſs in their thoughts: But this 
is what divine Providence aims at, and will be 
accompliſhed, according to the Prediction of 
Scripture Prophecy. Theſe men are only the tools 
of Providence: And, if they are as bad as they 
are generally ſuppoſed to be, or worſe, yet they 
are made uſe of as the Miniſters of divine Ven- 
geance on the Papiſts, juſt as Cyrus was employed 
to execute the Wrath of God on old Babylon, 
though be knew him not, Ifa, xlv. 5. Yea, the 
Agency. of Satan. himſelf is overruled, to fulfil the 
divine Counſels, and advance the divine Glory.— 
How righteous, and glorious in Holineſs, is God 
manifeſted to be, in his, Diſpenſations of Indigna- 
tion and Mercy, Vengeance to his Enemies, and 
Compaſſion to his People. The Antichriſtian 
Whore has made herſelf drunk with the Blood of 


| Rev. xi. 13.—And the ſame hour was there a great Earth- 

quake, commotions, mallacres, and the moſt bloody Wars.— 
And the tenth part of the city fell, generally underſtood, by Di- 
vines, moſt deeply verſed in Scriptme Prophecy, of France, the 
laſt of the ien . aroſe from the ruins of the 
Weſtem Roman Empire, which. by the Revolution is faller 
and which, in time, will iſſue in a complete Reformation, And 
in the Earthquake, were flain of men, ſeven Thouſand, or as-it 
is in the Gicek—ayouara ardpwnuy yiaucdes en; the names 
of men, ſeven thouſand, which may denote men of diſtinftion, 
by birth, family, and fortune, men of character and name, per- 
ſons of renown, Num. xvi. a. ſuch as princes, noblemen, ach- 
biſhops, biſhops and prieſls: waich we have ſeen fulfilled with 
our eyes; if not ſo many literally flain, yet they. are in a civil 
ſenſe having loſt their fortunes and liberty in their own country. 
And the remnant were aflrighted, and gave Glory to the God 
of Heaven, by tenouncing Idolatry, 8 embracing the Proteſ\- 
tant Religion. Which, being compared with v. 15,, makes it 
no vain fancy to infer, that the breaking forth of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, in the latter day Giory, is much nearer than People 
ate aware of: 


the 
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the Saints; and now ſhe has Blood to drink, for 

ſhe is worthyh. The Scourge of Heaven is moſt 
viſible upon the Popiſh Biſhops and Clergy, becauſe 
they have been the principal Promoters of murder- 
ing the faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt. Popery, is 
only Paganiſm under the maſk of the Chriſtian 
name. Therefore the Papiſts, on account of their 
Idolatry and Superſtition, are called Gentiles|,— >, 
Now the weapons of God's Indignation, Iſa. xiii. . 
5. the leading men in the French Revolution, are 
vo other than Heathen Philoſophers; for the 
Wiſer Pagan Sages acknowledged the Unity of 
the Godhead : Thus, Heathen Phyloſophers, are 
employed, to aboliſh Papal Heatheniſm. Popery 
ever teems with Deiſm, brings forth nothing but 
Infidels, and has done more miſchief to the Souls - 
of men, than the old Pagan Idolatry. There ever 
is a reſemblance between the Sins and Sufferings 
of men. Puniſhments, and the Inſtruments 
thereof, are proportioned to the crimes of, Tranſ- 
greſſors. Hence, blood is given for bloodſhed, 
and Popery ſhall bring forth its own deſtruction.— 
God will not employ his People in dealing out 
this Cup of his . Indignation, becauſe they hate 
bloodſhed. But the Tranſgreſſors ſhall be inſtru- 
mental to conſume the Wicked of the Earth||.— 
Now, in this populous Nation, the Lord has a 
Remnant of holy Ones, who bave always adhered 
to his Cauſe, in the deepeſt night of Papal Dark- 
neſs, however perſecuted and butchered : Their 


5 Rev. xvi. 6. + Ibid, Ch. xi. 2. 


By the above hints, the candid Reader will not ſuppoſe 
that the Author inſinuates his“ approbation of all that has been 
done in France, with reference to the, agency of the Inſtruments. 
He only traces the foot-ſteps of Providence, and © aſcribeth 
Righteouſneſs to his Maker,” —Iſa. xi. 4. | 


4 Prayers 
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Prayers have in ſucceſſive ages 0 the Skies; 
and now the Frayer- bearing bas anſwered 
their Petitions. The Freneh Proteftants will ex- 
„and ought to have all the affiftance we can 
render them, after the Reſtoration of Peace, to 
ſpread the Goſpel, in its Purity, over that large 
Country: This alone will raiſe an effectual barrier 
againſt the re- eſtabliſhment of Popery and blind 
Superſtition. The Truth prevailing in France, and 

the Proteſtant Religion being deeply rooted, from 
thence it will penetrate into other Popiſh Coun- 
tries, make its rapid courſe through Europe, over- 
turn every thing that obſtructs its glorious progreſs, 
pervade the Kingdoms of the Eaſt, North and 
South, and, in God's Time, ruin Antichriſt, Papd, 
Pagan, and Mohometsn. | 

For the Lord will conſume the Man of Sin, by 
the Spirit of his Mouth and Brightneſs of bis 
coming. 

To this end, a ſet of Miniſters will be raiſeld 
up, who ſhall fly in the midſt of Heaven, the 
-Eburch, having the everlaſting Goſpel, which 
they will rape; openly, boldly, freely and fully, 
even the whole Counſel of God, and keep back or 
* -conceal\no'part of it: The eternal Love of God 
to his People: Election, Predeſtination, Redemp- . 
tion, Vocation : The Covenant of Grace, the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the everlaſting Sal- 
vation obtained by bim: This everlaſting Gofpel#,; 
"-confiſting-in everlaſting Things, being publiſhed 
in its Purity, Fulneſs and Glory: By the Bright- 
neſs of Chriſt's coming in a clear Goſpel Miniſtry, 
accompanied with the Energy of the Spirit, poured 


[| I. Thefl. ii. 8. Iſa. xi. 4. 
Rev. xiv. 6. 5 


forth 


* 
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, "The Ottoman Empire being deſtroyed, and the 
Pope almoſt ruined, Mahometiſm and, Popery 
_ crippled, if not annihilated, by Revolutions; and 
the Goſpel, which now will be, remarkably, the 
Power of God | unto. Salvation,” following, wall 
bring on the latter day Glory, or the, ſpiritual 
Reign of Chriſt. The two ſaid obſtructions myſt 
be removed, preparatory thereto. For the Goſpel 
cannot ſpread, under deſpotic civil Gavernments. 

As civil Government is the Ordinance of God, 
ſo now it will be made eminently ſubſervient to his 
Kingdom and Intereſt. Religious and civil Li- 


| ory 
+ Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, Iſa. 
xxxii. 25: That is, Jeruſalem ſhall: he in ruins until this time 
comes, ſee v. 13; 14. This cannot be interpreted of the Effu- 
ſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, chat bein prior 
to the deſtruftion of the City by the Romans, and the n. 
of it by the Chaldeans, did not contigue ſo long: Conſequently 
muſt be underſtood of a pouring forth” of the Spirit, in his mira- 
culous Gifts and Graces, yet to come; which will uſher in the 
Converſion of the Jews, and bfing on the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles, by the ſame means, and in a like manner.“ And the Wil- 
derneſs be a fruitful Fieid, and the frunful Field be counted for 
a Foreſt.” Theſe will be the glorious effefts of the out- pouring 
of the Spirit, at the commencement of the ſpiritual Reign of 
Chriſt : The Pagan, Mahometan, and _ Countries, now 
compatable to a. Wildern-ſs, barten and unfruitful, yielding no- 
thing but the Briers and Thorns of Ungodlineſs, Infidelity, 
Superſlition, and Idolatry, will now become like a fruitful Field. 
The Goſpel being now preached every where, multitudes will be 
| eee and filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which. 
are by Jeſus Chriſt, unto the Glory and Praiſe of God, Phil. 
i. 11. And where the Goſ ry preached, and produced 
ſome Fruit in Heart and Life, they will now be abundantly more 
fruitful. The People of God, being more numerous, and grow- 
ing in Grace, and the more vigorous exerciſe of it, like tall 
6 2 in Lebanon, will more reſemble a Foreſt chan a 
Field. | . _ 
| | | D 
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- berty will now combine, and. mutually befriend 
each other. Now, one of the moſt aſtoniſhing 
events will take place that ever was heard of in 
the world: The Converſion of the Jews, in a 
- miraculous manner, like the dividing of the Red- 
Sea, when they were erhancipated from Egyptian 
Bondage. See Ifa. xi. 10: This“ Nation will 
be born at Once, as ſoon as Lion travailed the 
brought forth.“ Now the Holy Ghoſt being 
- poured forth from on high upon the Houſe of 
David, they fhall look by Faith to the Meſſiah, 
whom they have pierced, and mourn for their 


obſtinacy and unbelief in rejecting him fo long :\ 


Now Zion will “ arife and thine,” for her Light 
will be come; and the © Glory of the Lord will 
ariſe ' upon herz: This will be effected, by the 
Power of Chrifi, without the uſe.of any means, as 
the Jews are fo prejudiced againſt the Goſpel, that 
they will not hear it. In conformity, to the Con- 


verſion of Saul thę Perſecutor, I. Tim. i. 15, 16. 


with reference to Which, the paſſage is generally 
underſtood. The Polterity of Jacob being called 
to Faith in Chriſt, and the Goſpel ſpreading far 


and wide among the Nations of the Earth, Jews 


and Gentiles ſhall form one Church State, one 
Fold, under the One Great Shepherd.” Princes, 
- Potentates and great Perſonages, being con- 
verted to God, ſhall heartily eſpouſe the Cauſe of 
Chriſt. The Gentiles ſhall come to the Light of 
the Jewiſh Church, and Kings to the Brightneſs 


of her riſing}. Kings will now be nurſing Fathers, 


and Queens nurfing Mothers“, who will have a 
fond mtackment to the Church of Chriſt, as Pa- 


rents 
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rents to their Infant Offspring, and forward the 
Kingdom of the Redeemer with all their might: 
They will bring tbeir Gold and Silver with them, 
unto the Name of the Lord$ : All their intereſt 
and treaſure will be devoted, to extend the Goſpel 
and carry it to the ends of the Earth: | 
The riches, which: for the moſt part, have been 
inſtrumental to deſtroy mens lives, by war and 
bloodſhed, or ſpent in diffipation, and the gratifi- 
cation of brutal paſſions, promoting the Kingdom 
of the Devil, will now be laid at the feet of Chriſt, 
to ſerve the purpoſes of his Kingdom and Glory. 
The Jews and Gentiles, will now unite their 
efforts, aided by the © peculiar treaſures of Kings 
and Provinces,” to make the Kingdom of Chriſt 
univerſal. Now, and not before, will the Fulneſs 
of the Gentiles come|]. The Forces of the Gen- 
tiles, ſhall come to the Jewiſh Chureh, their Con- 
verſion will be ſubſequent to that of the- Jews, 
Ia. Ix. 5.: And, in a great meaſure miraculous, . 
as 114 The "univerſal Kingdom of our God, 
will be ſet up by the moſt tranſcendent diſplays of - 
the Power of his Chrift-f. All Nations ſhall now 
ſerve him: All Kings all fall down and worſhip 
him, and his Dominion ſhall be from Sea to Sea, 
and from the River unto the ends of the Earth“. 
' From what has been ſaid, it appears clear to a 
demonſtration, that attempts to convert the Hea- 
then Nations, in the preſent period, are premature, 
and quite Foreign to the buſineſs of the day.— 
The ſubject in itſelf is popular, and the no- 
tion that has much obtained, from the fate of 
things in Europe, that“ the Kingdoms of the 
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World are juſt about to become the Kingdoms of 
our God, and of his Chriſt,” has made it more ſo. 
Hence, the countenance which has been given to 
the Miſſionary Scheme, by many, both Miniſters 
and People: It ſeems, that the projectors of this 
ſcheme were themſelves, in part, influenced by 
this ſentiment. Therefore, it is probable, this 
affair, in the preſent inſtance, took its riſe from a 
, miſunderſtanding of the Scriptures, and the ways 

of Providence in accompliſhing them. Whatever 
credit is due, to the conducters of this work, for 
their difintereſtedneſs, zeal, and love to Souls; 
which, if they had been directed to their proper 
object, to relieve the miſerable ſtate of millions at 
bome, would have immortalized their names; yet, 
they cannot be exempted from raſhneſs and inad- 
vertence. 

The Apoſtles of our Lord, according to their 
divine Commiſſion, carried the Goſpel to all Na- 
tions: Their ſound went into all the Earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the World|]. When 
corruption, in Doctrine and Worſhip, univerſally | 
3 the Weſtern Empire, it was torn in pieces 
by the Goths and Vandals, and afterwards the 
Eaſtern Empire was overrun and conquered by 
the. Turks. It pleaſed the Sovereign God to 
ſcourge the Nations, for their Sins, eſpecially for 
their want of zeal for the purity of the Goſpel, to 
withdraw the Light of Truth, and confign them 
over to Mahometan Del ofions, and Pagan Idola- 
try, during the Midaight Darkneſs of the Reign 
ot Antichriſt. 

Though his Counſels are unſearchable, yet ſo 
much evidently appears, from this tremendous 


t Rom. x. 18. 


Diſ- 


Rar 


Diſpenſation of rightęeous Indiguation, that the 
Impoſtures of Mobomet, and Pagan Superſtitions, 
would do men as much god, and were not more 
abominable in bis ſight, than the Vlaſpbernies and 
Idolatry of Popery. 

God has a time to do his work 4 and when 
the ſet time, marked in bis unalterable Decree is 
come, he will ariſe and ſavour Zion, and multiply 
her Converts, numerous as the drops of. dew in a 
Summer's morning“: Our wiſdom is diſplayed by 
following his footſteps : Our folly is marked by 
attempting to go before him. The Antichriftian | 
Nations, Mahometan. Pagan, and Papal, will be 
converted in the Lord's time, and way : And, for 
the moſt part, in an extroardinary, and miraculous. 

manger, ſimilar to the calling of the Jews, as has 
been already hinted. 

W hoever contemplates this ſubject for a mo- 
ment, with an unbiaſſed mind, and duly conſiders 
the Ignorance, Obſtinacy, and deeply-rooted Pre- 
judices of thoſe Nations, in favour of their Cuſ- 
toms, Superſtitions, and Idolatry; not to mention 
the rigid Laws by which moſt of thoſe Nations are 
prohibited, upon pain of Death, to change their 
Religion, will be convinced, that nothing ſhort of 
Omnipotent Interpoſition, in an unuſual way, can 
effect any change among them. The Inſtruments 
of this great work, will be endued with the ſame 
furniture, as thoſe who firſt enlightened the world 
with.the Goſpel of Salvation ; The, way to which, 
will be prepared by the ſhaking of the Nations and 
overthrowing the Throne of Kingdoms. Where 
Deſpotiſm reared its hated head, and riveted the 
chains of millions : Revolutions, introducing Li- 


* Pſa, cii. 13—cx. g. || Hagg. ii. 6, 22. 
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berty, will prove fatal to Tyrants, to every ſpecies 

15 niſm, particularly Popery, the eſſence 
of "Tyranny, and the great Abomination of the 
Earth. 

This farther evinceth, the. ſtrange abſurdity of 
the Miſſionary Plan at the preſent epoch. No- 
thing but a voice from Heaven, atteſting a call 
from God, could warrant ſuch a project, in ſuch 
a ſeaſon: When all our ſtrength and efforts are 
called at home, to watch the enemy and diffuſe 
the Goſpel :—In a time of the moſt calamitous war 
that ever was waged, which may endanger the 
loſk of all the property embarked as ſoon as they 
ſet ſai :—In the greateſt dearth and ſcarcity that 
ever was known, which latter, makes it an act of 
cruelty, to many poor Miniſters and their Families 
at home, and the bodies and fouls of Engliſhmen 
in general. All which, put together, will attach 
deſerved cenſure on the Leaders in this bufineſs, 
however laudable, in another view, their zeal may 


Many things appear bighly plauſible at firſt, but 
afterward the winnowings of Satan in them are diſ- 
covered. Happy will every lover of truth and 
ſouls be, to find themſelves miſtaken in this par- 
ticular. But the devices of the Adverſary ſeem 
manifeſted herein, endeavouring to divert our 
attention from the work of the day. And the 
Devil is never ſo miſchievous as when he aſſumes 


the appearance of an Angel of Light. 2 0 


When two objects preſent themſelves, each of 
which is lawful, to proſecute the leſſer to the neg- 
lect of the greater, renders what is good in its own 
nature, thus circumſtanced, a finfut act. | 

The aſſertion of the meaſure * being a method 


of promoting religion at home,” is more plauſible 


than 
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than wlid, it has the contrary effect. The x people 
being drained, we are deprived of the means of 
doing much, eſpecially conſidering the ſeverity of 
the times. But, many things have been advanced 
by the Advocates of this cauſe, to render their 
efforts effectual in the enterprize, and to ſcreen 
them from public cenſure, ſhould it ultimately 
fail of ſucceſs, _ 
The obligation to this work is urged from the 
{0 injunction of Chriſt to the Apoſtles, a little before 
his aſcenſion.— G0 ye into all the world, and 
preach the Goſpel to every creature. Whereas, 
their miniſtry had heretofore been confined to the 
Jewiſh nation, now their commiſſion was extended 
to the Gentile world. In obedience to the high 
command of the Lord Chriſt, the King of Saints, 
they carried the good news of ſalvation to all na- 
tions. Thouſands were © turned from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” 
Many of thoſe who embraced the faith, were 
_ endued with the power of. working miracles, 
according to the promiſe of the Lord. And theſe 
ſigns ſhall follow them that believe,—in my name 
: ſhall they caſt out devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new 
tongues. They ſhall take up ſerpents, and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them. 
They ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and. they ſhall 
recover;. Theſe converts, ſent forth to preach 
in the ſeveral nations by apoſtolical authority, 
carried the word of life, and made © known the 
ſavour of Chriſt's name in every place,” in the 
| reſpective countries where the Apoſtles had been. 
Many of thoſe apoſtolical e confirmed their 
doctrine by miracles. And every body knows that 
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this power remained, more or leſs, in the Charch 
during the firſt century, when it being no longer 
neceflary it was diſcontinued.” - We grant, what 
our Miſſionary Gentlemen aflert, that the obſtacles 
to the ſpread of the Goſpel in the Pagan world at 
firſt, were as great as now, —_— that many 
.of the nations were more civilized than at oath, 
being integral parts of the Roman Empire. But 
then, it ſhould be recollected, that the firſt con- 
verters of the nations were fitted for the work, by 
' ſupernatural furniture, ſo that we ſtand not upon 
equal terms with them for ſuch an arduous taſk, 
and, by diſqualifications our difficulties for ſuch 
a a purpoſe are a thouſand times greater than theirs. 
Like ſes will proceed from ſimilar cauſes. But, 
admitting, for the fake of argument, that the 
power of working miracles is not neceſſary for 
cvangelizing the heathen lands, and that the 
command of our Lord, directed to his Apoſtles, 
1s binding upon his Miniſters, univerſally, then, 
it is evident, that his authority herein has been 
diſregarded: by them, almoſt, univerſally. Yea, 
our Miſſionary Gentlemen themſelves are charge- 
able with difubedience ; for there is not one of 
them, with all their ſervour and zeal for the ſal- 
vation of the Heathen, who is going to embark for 
this purpoſe. 'The heavenly injunction is not, ſend 
into all nations, but, go, go ye, and preach the 
Goſpel, &c. The philoſopher, Dr. Pranklyn, ſays, 
© if you would have your work done, ſend, but 
if you would have it well done, go yourſelf. * 
Nad ſome of their number ſtepped forward, and 
ſaid, © here we are, ſend us, we will embark i in 
this glorious cauſe, brave all difficulties and dan- 
gers, and not count our lives dear unto ourſelves, 


fo as that we may be inſtrumental in the ſalvation 
| | of 
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of the Heathen,” we ſhould have been leſs reluc- 
tant to believe that this is the work of the dayþ. 
But, when we ſee a ſet oſ mechanics culled out 
for this - purpoſe, admitting they are pious men, 
they cannot be ſuppoſed to have a thorough know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, and for want of practice, not 
« apt to teach, we are ſhocked and grieved at 
their temerity. None but tried and experienced 
men, who have been regularly ſet. apart to the 
work of the miniſtry by an epiſeopal or independent 
Ordination, have a right to intermeddle with this 
ſacred work. On this head, we enter our ſolemn 
proteſt-againſt the proceedings of the Leaders of 
the miſſionary ſcheme, and charge them with groſs 
violation of the authority of Chriſt. He ſent none 
to this work, but whom he had called, qualified, 
and commiſſioned as the miniſters of his kingdom; 
and will they dare to ſend forth men in this cauſe, 
who are neither immediately, nor mediately, ap- 
pointed thereto by the Lord Chriſt? This affords 
another argument againſt the propriety of, their 
meaſure in this day. Was this work: of God, as 
it appears to be merely of man, he would have 
ſtirred up ſome of his miniſtering ſervants, who 
have been tried and found faithful, to go as miſſi- 
onaries. Though men of great preaching talents 
ö enn „ may 
+ It is well known, that Mr. Carey, a Baptiſt miniſter, gave 
his church and congregation at Leiceſter, where he was 
greatly beloved. He ſurrendered his country, friends, and con- 
nexions for Chriſt, and embarked with his wife and family for 
India, where he is now labouring as a Miſſionary among the 
Heathen. This is the true r ſpirit, and that — may 


attend his efforts, is the prayer of all good men. 4 
This remark applies to all thoſe who commence preachers 


without being called. From pride and ignorance they eite their 
own Ant and obirude themſelves on the ſimple. Theſe 
men do much miſchief to the cauſe of God, degrade the miniſ- 
terial office, and bring religion into contempt. No good inten- 
tion will juſtify this evil aftion, Every humble, enlightened 
man will ſee, that none can legally take this office ro himſelf, 


but he that is called of God, as was Aaron, Heb, v. 4. 


(34) 


may not he neceffary for this work, yet they ſhould 
be men of great grace, of great knowledge of the 
Seriptures, and of the human heart, and“ be apt 
to teach,” which endowments cannot be expected 
in ordinary men. | eh 510 
Mr: Bogue has engaged to anſwer all objections 
againſt their undertaking, and, if he had done it 
with impartiality, i would have been to his credit, 
and added dignity to the cauſe. A ſpecimen of 
his ingenuous treatment of his opponents will be 
ſufficient for the candid and unbiaſſed to judge of 
his fairneſs. He fays, that ſome object to the 
miſſionary buſineſs on the ground that the time 
is not come for the converſion of the Heathen, 
becauſe the Millennium is at a great diſtance.“ 
What has the Millennium to do with the con- 
verfien of heathen idolaters? The ſoripture- 
Millennium is the glorious ſtate of the Church of 
the firſt-born, whoſe names are written in Heaven, 
Heb. xii. '23. :—and, which will immediately take 
place upon the ſecond perſonal Advent of Chrift, 
after the taking of the beaft and falſe prophef, who 
will be caſt alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone f. When the number of the Elect is 
. aecompliſhed, and the Dragon the Old nt is 
bound, and ſealed up in the bottomleſs pitt: ſub- 
"ſequent to the firſt, the reſurrection of the juſt, 
the conflagration of the earth and its furrounding 
atmoſphere, and the ſuceeſſion of new heavens 
and a new earth, in which complete righteouſneſs, 
and righteouſneſs alone ſhall dwell*. In this ſtate, 
there will be no Heathens to chriftianize, no 
__ - | preaching | 
The Miſhonary Sermons have been carefully peruſed by the 


Wir of this, more than once, He is forry he has them not 
by tim at preſent to quote the very words of * Author; how-- 


\ 


ever, though the terms may be a lutle varied, yet he can vouch 
for the ſentiment. 
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preaching of the word nor adminiſtration of ordi- 
nances. I ſaw no Temple therein, Rev. xxi. 22. 
Mr. B. in anſwer to this objection, ſuppoſes that 
the Millennium may be at the diſtance of two 
handred years,” and from thence infers the neceſ- 
ſity and obligation of viſiting the Heathen with all 
diſpatch ; and attempts to prove, that © this time is 
little enough for converting them,” which we grant, 
and mach too little upon his principles. As his 
calculation proceeds upon ordinary means and 
- human probabilities, two thouſand years would he 
as inadequate for ſuch a purpoſe as two hundred. 
Did Mr. B. never read of a nation that will © be 
born at once?“ If of the Jews, why not of the 
Gentiles ? as has been proved. He tells us that 
the very diſcovery of the South-ſea Iſlands is a call 
to the work,” notwithſtanding Mr. Haweis informs 
us in his memoir, that they are not yet perfect 
acquainted with the government of Otaheite, the 
object of the miſſion, and, conſequently, do not 
know but any attempt to change the religion of 
the natives may be death by the exiſting laws or 
euſtoms of the Iſland, as is the caſe in ſome heathen 
lands. If the diſcovery of countries binds us to 
convert them, are we not then bound to abfolute 
impoffibilities? Mr. B. exclaims, © What door, 
I would aſk, do you wiſh to be opened to you? 
Do you expect the Heathen to come and invite 
us among them?“ This with him is an abſurd 
expectation, But, upon principles of reaſon, 
there is not fo much abſurdity in it as he imagines. 
Might not ſome of the natives be brought by trade 
and commerce, providentially ; or a ſcheme be 
laid to bring over ſome promiſing youths to ſome 
Proteſtant ntries, here or elſewhere, let them 
learn our language, endeavour to bring them to 
God, and let them return to their native countries, 
fraught with the fulneſs of'the bleſſing of the * 


E 2 


( 30 ) 

pel to preach unto their countrymen ? Why may 
we not expect a call ſimilar to that, come-hither 
into Macedonia and help us?“ Is there any more 
difficulty or improbability in ſuch a ſuppoſition, 
than in the ſteps that are now taken? When the 
time is come for calling the nations to the faith of 
Chriſt, the God of infinite wiſdom: will find out 
ways and means, and the God of infinite power 
will render them effectual|. . He will work, and 
none ſhall let him.“ 

Mr. B. ſtates another ebiection made by ſome, 
* that we ſhould labour to convert the Heathen at 
home, before we-make attempts abroad;” and then 
he replies, upon this ground we ſhould. not 
think of preaching. the Goſpel in villages, till all 
are converted in large towns and cities.” The 
anſwer would be ſound reaſoning, if there was ſuch 
a fooliſh objecter. But who ever ſtarted ſuch an 
objection ? It is contended. for, that the work of 
the day is to ſpread the Goſpel at home. Con- 
verſion to God, reſulting from effectual vocation, 
by efficacious-grace, is not the work of man, but 
of him who createth all things new by the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power. Indeed, ſeveral of Mr. B.'s 
objections ſeem to be of his own making, or model- 
ling, fo ftated, as to admit of an eaſy ſolution ; 
mere men of ſtraw, ſet np by himſelf, and cut 
down with a ſtroke. We are ſorry to ſee a miniſ- 
ter of ſuch good abilities have recourſe to ſuch 
prworthy artifices. 

Great ſtreſs is laid upon the general approbation 
in favour of the buſineſs, as well as on the reſpec- 
tability of the Gentlemen eſpouſing it. To which 
it may be replied: —if it is conſidered what 2 
pains have been taken to procure the public ſanction, 
* by pieces inſerted in the Evangelical Magazine 
by _ papers cirpulated thropgh hoe" 
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and, as has been obſerved before, the idea pie- 
vailing, that the time is near at hand for the ſpread 
of the Goſpel through the world, all which united, 
bave wrought pow erfully on the minds of many, 
there is nothing ſo much to be wondered at. 
Beſides, it ſhould be remembered, that the appro- 
bation is not ſo general as is ſuppoſed. A large 
majority of the proſeſſors of religion, miniſters aud 
people, diſapprove of the plan, as being unſeaſon- 
able at preſent; nor, are they leſs reſpectable than 
the abettors of the cauſe, for learning and piety. 
As the Writer of this Pamphlet has been repre- 
ſented by ſome of the — Gentlemen “as a 
very wicked man,” merely on account of his differ- 
ing in opinion with them, which is termed 
oppoſition to the work, though he never diſſuadled 
any perſon from aiding it with pecuniary aſſiſtance, 
it 1s neceſſary, a duty which he owes: to the truth 


of Chriſt, as well as to his own character, to ſet 


the public right on this head. About three weeks 
previous to the meeting of miniſters at London, 
in September laſt, for . ſettling the Miſſionary | 
Society, the ſubſtance of what has been ſaid, re- 
ng to. the indiſpenſible duty of diffuſing, the 
light of the Goſpel at home, was tranſmitted to 
| M. Eyre, one of the Editors of the Evangelical 
Magazine, accompanied with a reſpectful letter to 
him, © exprefling my concern that I was obliged 
to differ in ſentiment with him and his brethren on 
the intended miſſionary ſubject. That it he would 
inſert the ſaid paper in the Magazine, it might 
lead to a fuller diſcuſhon of the buſineſs, and that 
if any thing ſhould be adduced to prove my miſ- 
take, my mind was open to conviction. 
About three weeks after the afore-mentioned 
meeting in the Metropolis, nam, ut res geſta eſt 
narrabo ordine. Mr. Hey preached his miſſionary 


ſermon at no, [ was one of his pages 
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| l His diſcourſe was quite of a Baxterian ſtrain, a 


ble concealing of truth contained in his text, 
ſuited to the taſte of Arminians, a great many of 
whom were preſent. Toward the cloſe, 2 


ſeveral other wild affertions; he poſitively declar 


« that there was no argument which could be 
brought againſt the miffionary project, but what 
il himſelf would ſuggeſt ;” though this 
palite Gentleman had ſeen the aforeſaid paper, 
before it was ſent to town, without making a ſylla- 
ble of objection to it. He had the wiſdom, by adding 
and retrenehing, to make his diſcourſe aſſume the 
figure of an Evangelical Sermon before it made its 
appearance in print. Paul blamed, and rebuked 
Peter publicly for practical, he would excommu- 
nicate for doctrinal, diſſimulation, Gal. ii. 11. 
My ſpirit being grieved, and zeal for the truth 
of the Goſpel ſtirred, notwithſtanding Mr. H. is 
one of thoſe minifters, who, for their abundant 
labours in the church of Chriſt, have the love and 
efteem of my heart, I faw it my duty to tell him 
my fentiments reſpecting his doctrinal duplicity, 
though it ſhould incur his diſpleaſure. Impelled 
by this conſideration, that miniſters are not on 
appointed to e the Word of God, but are alſo 
« fet for the defence of the Goſpel,” the following 


Epiſtle was fent him: 


This Letter mut be contidered throughout, as d Repl 0 
( Assertions advanced in My. H.'s Sermon. He declared in public, 


ae the Miamonary Business originated in his Houſe,” 


BRISTO T, OR, 12, 1 
Dean Stn, | 
Tu ou I am not ſo happy as to think with yon and your 
brethren on the ſubjett of miſhons ; yet, during your late meeting 
in London, you had my feryent prayers, tbat if the work was 01 
God, you might be diretted to take ſuch fleps as might be proper 
for the proſecution of the ſame, to his on glory and the good of 
immortal ſouls. As it has bern announced im the ne — 
azine, „that many, miniſters. and others, who oppoſed the 
work ar firſt have ſince repented, and with ſhame and grief 


acknowledged their ignorance,” which you lik viſe have con- 
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firmed, A there might be ſome arguments advanced in 
favour of the deſign which had not occurred to ma, being yeſter- 
day diſengaged from public emplay, I thought 1 would hear for 
my (elf what you could ſay on the ſubjeft. But how was I ſur- 
prized: to find, that you had not a ſingle reaſon to adduce, to 
prove the immediate call to the work! Tha the Heathen nations 
will be converted in due time, Which you took ſo much pains to. 
prove, nobody denies. If you would have done any thing to, 
the purpoſe, you ought. 16 have proved, by an induktion of par- 
ticular arguments, that the time was come for this great work. 
Without attempting to prove this at leaſt, you could not fairly 
ſolicit the pecuniary aſſiſtance of the people to this end. Your 
reaſoning is curious enough, that the Mahometans are very 
indifferent about their religion, and the Votaries of Popery are 
( 2 lukewarm;“ how this ſhould be an argument for our going 
rely to the South-ſea Iſlands I am at a loſs to diſcover. 
Upon my argument, that we ſhould labour to ſpread the Goſpel 
in Europe beſt, it would have conſiderable weight, if it were 
true. But that is not the caſe, For, notwithſtanding the juſt. 
judgments of God upon them, the Papiſts are as furious wi. — 
8 2 for their errors and ſuperſtition, Yea, even in a Proteſtant 
and. F , FE 4 
Your aſſertion of © the Heathen nations having a predilection 
in favour of this country, above other nations,“ is utterly un- 
founded, and ſavours of national felf-adulation, grounded on 
prejudice. Can the Africans be attached to us, for our accurſed 
trafic in human beings, and 1 eruelly treating ſo 
many thouſands of their countrymen? Can the inhabitants of 
\ the Eaſt have a predilettion in our favour, for the horrid murder 
ef their brethren, occaſioned by . C —, and others, 
for the ſake of filthy lucre? When the natives would clear 
themſelves of imputations on their charaRter, it is proverbial 
among them to ſay, ** Do you think I am an Engliſhman * 
So fond are you of the child which you have begotten, that, 
to defend it, you paſs over the boundaries of truth and candour, 
Of truth. For I can prove that the fund in London is but ſmall, 
and can extend its aſſiſtance for ſpreading thẽ Goſpel but to a very 
narrow circle. Of candour, As you ſcruple not to call thoſe who 
cannot enter into your views, © dead-hearted and ignorant,“ 
though you ought to recolle& that you are in the number of a 
fall mincrity of ſerious miniſters in this buſineſs, It is evident 
ou did not underſtand your text, Eph. i. 10. as it relates to the 
Elegion of Grace, io be gathered in due time to the glorious 
Shiloh. I underſtand from the Magazine that the ſermon is to 
be printed, for which I am ſorry on the account of truth, and 
for the ſake of your on reputation, I with you had read the \ 
celebrated Dr. Thomas Goodwin on the ſubj I dare ſay you 
would bluſh at your, performance. The ſtate of religion was Ar 
more flouriſhing ingbis kingdom in the middle of the laſt cen- | 4 
: | * N 0 . tury, 
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tury, both as to orthodoxy and practical godlineſs, than at 
ſentt. Men ate departing from the faith. Temporizing in 
ö Y our text contains truths, too dif; ſting 
for the generality of profeſſors to receive, and for ' miniſters o 
your ſtamp to venture to publ. It is common in the preſent 
day for miniſters to ſuppreſs and conceal a part of the truth, 
(which is next to diſavowing it.) Few, fimply © declare tlie whole 
3 of God.“ You are among the unfanhful*, “. gf i 
Tou talk * of holding the eſſentials of the Goſpel;“ leave 
that language to the Arminians, and let us contend for the whole 
truth. You * wiſh to have diſtinftions done away.” But, 1 
hope, the diſtinction between Calviniſts and Arminians will never 
ceaſe, till the latter-relinquiſh their falſe dofrines, a 
The great Mr. C—, who bowed and ſmiled to you yefter- 
day, called my preaching the pure dottrines of the Reformation, 
at St. Wetbuzphy's, %:Antinomianiſm,”* And, at the very firft 
interview 1 ever had with him, he had the effrontery to call me 
e lying Ambaffador.“ This, indeed, was a real honour from 
an ignorant Free - willer. Do you, Sit, aſſert the truths of - the 
Goſpel fully, and unreſervedly, and Arminians will hate you 
Ukewiſe; whick will be a greater honour than, as at preſent, to 
have their careſſes, It is in vain to endeavour to trim the matter 
mn oy Sore one overall 
That you may have more zeal in aſſerting the doctrines of 
grace, as well as for prattical religion, is the 4 prayer of, 
1 b un | ear ir, 7 $154 
a «be 1 e e Your's, affectionatelß. 


1. S. Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato, ſed Amica magis Veritas. 
+ Mr, H. would have his audience believe - that there never was a 
period parallel to the preſent for Goſpel light, and a ſpirit of religion.” 
It is true, there is a large profeſſion in the preſent day, and © we have 
z name to live,” according to the character of the Sardian Church, to 
the cloſe of which period we are drawing near, but we are dead,” 
have loſt our zeal for the truths of the Goſpel, and practical godlineſs 
upon evangelical principles. There are but a few names, comparatively, 
in this Sardian Church tate, that have not defiled their garments by 
Huting doctrines and practices. The laſt age was far more famous 

or Gaſpel light than the preſent, in which the light is neither clear 
nor dark; but, bleſſed be the God of truth, at evening time, at the 
cloſe of the Sardian period, it ſhall be light,” which will introduce the 
Philadelphian Church ſtate, and ſpiritual reign of Chriſt, and pour a 
flood of glory upon the city of our God, The Lord haſten it in his 
nme. 4 Ev. iii. I, 25 4+ 4% . xiv. 6, 7. g : a 
* Theſe charges, as they refer to Mr. H. and others, are not 
grounded ſolely upon a ſingle diſcourſe, but relate to a general ſtrain of 
preaching. Nor ſhould we trouble ourſelves with them, perſonally, 
did they avow themſelves to be Baxtzrian or Arminian preachers. Bur, 
as they profeſs themſelves to be orthodox miniſters, the lovers of truth 
wiſh they would give demonſtrations of it, by a Goſpel ſimplicity in 
declaring the whole counſel of God, Adds xx. 27. | 


4 
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In return, Mr. H. ſent me a letter, dictated by. 
the moſt furious paſſion, and diſplaying a ſpirit of 
the higheſt reſentment. It was wholly irrelative 
to the ſubject, conſiſting of perſonal invective, 
expreſſed in language of the loweſt ſcurrility. No 
anſwer to mine to refute the charges laid againſt 
him. It is a pity he had not hearkened to his. 
friend, Who adviſed him © not to fend it.“ It is 
to be hoped, he has repented of bis“ wrath, which 
worketh not the righteouſneſs of God ;” and that 
he has received forgiveneſs from above, as he has 
from me. Charity, the love of God and man, 
becoming a leading perſon in laying a ſcheme for 
the conyerſion of the Heathen, * 1s not eafily pro- 
voked :” meekneſs of wiſdom” ſhould have the 
aſcendancy over, and direct the ſteps of ſuch. ' A 
Chriſtian aud a Gentleman, will ſpeak his whole 
mind in the declaration of truth; but ever: with a 
phraſeology befitting his characten. 

But, to return to Mr. E. It is well known that 


theſe two Gentlemen, with others, are ſtated con- 
tributors to the Evangelical Magazine. It ſeems, 
they now conſulted together to injure me and the 


E 


public at once. For no notice was taken of my. 


paper, among the acknowledgments made to cor- 
reſponderits, as is uſual. * TWO months tranſpired 


with perfect ſilence reſpecting the receipt of the 


ſaid writing. Then, the following letter was 

addreſſed to Mr. KEK. | 
iir, Nov. 8 4795 
Dear Si, In 1! | 


1F is now. manifeſt, that the miſhonary buſineſs originated with 
ſome of che Editors of the Evangelical Magazine. This Mr: | 


Hey has publicly announced, when. he lately informed his con- 
regation, „that e had its commencemient im his Houſe,” and 
13 farther corroborated by the 2 of ſo many of your 
number appointed. Direttors of t 


I did not apprehend when [I ſent you my remarks on Miſſions, &c. 

Indeed, all that I have heard. on the ſubject ſince I wrote that 

paper, has more confirmed me - the propriety of the {ſentiments 
ah e here 


miſhonary. Society. This 
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infirlt and contempt ſeem to be added to injury. r 
Atyety pretty buſineſs indeed That after having been invited, 
in the ficlt: Number of the Magazine, io ſend pieces for the: ſamo 


. 


ſent abroad in the Magazine. 9 W (ne e hab 
EV 101338. urn I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours affettionateꝶy in Gh Jeſus, | 


No anſwer whatever has been made to this let- 
ter. Mr. E. by violence, retains the papers ſent 
him, with affected faſtidioſity, becoming the chair 
of papal infallibilty. Knowing the man, minime 
ſum miratus. But, whether in this buſineſs, he has 
acted: becoming a Gentleman and a Chriſtian, or, 
by vithholding my property, without my conſent, 
has violated the principles of juſtice, and diſcovered 

» + } 13 710 11 n 5 4 
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4 mind not ſufficiently inluented by Gates of 
moral honeſty, muſt be referred to the ' impartial 


deciſion of the Public. Can the cauſe of God and 
Truth ſtand in need of ſuch paltry ſhifts? Mihi, 


quidem herelè non fit veriſimile . 


Had this paper been on any SE . fubjea, | 
or had any miſunderſtanding taken place, between 


the Writer and another Miniſter, relating to any' 


private concern, the Public would not have been 


troubled with obſervations . on it. But, the faid 


paper, and all relating to it, are intimately con- 
nected with the cauſe of religion, which is common 


to all that wiſh well to Zion. 


Some of our Miſſionary Gentlemen are erden y 
relaxing in their attachment to, pure Chriſtian 
theology. One of them has ventured to ſtyle, the. 
ſyſtem of evangelical truth, e tenets. of barren: 
orthodoxy. ©* How many have turned, ſays he, 
even of thoſe who profeſs the tenets of barren” 
orthodoxy, from the power of religion to this 
world's politics t?“ it is granted, that many. 
religious characters, have intermeddled too DS 
with politics to their hurt. It is confefled, like- 


wiſe, that many Who are ſound in their ſyſtem, 
are corrupt in their lives and converſation. They 


* hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs.” But, aro, 


$ = 


the tenets of orthodoxy to be charged with theſe. 


conſequences ? If * orthodoxy is barren,” does 


Mr. H. mean to imply, that beterodoxy is fruit - 
ful? Muſt we become Arminians, in order to 


become fruitful in * all _ converſation and 


godlineſs oh If 


+ It is ſuppoſed, chat papers on the mikkoury ſubje ct, ſent by! | 


other Gentlemen, have received ſimilar treatment, So confident 


are the planners ot this buſineſs of their wiſdom, next to infalli- . 
bility, and of the propriety of their meaſures, that they ſeem to 
deſpiſe any thing He ged againſt them. Truth loves the light, 


and ſhines forth. in its native brilliancy, by difculliva and oppo- 5 


ſition.— John iii. 21. Had the ſubjett been left open for 
cuſſion, pro and con, for a yeat, it would have 3 to the 
credit of the projettors. But, nothing againſt it has been per- 
mitted to appear in the Evangelical Magazine! ! 


t Vid. Mr, Haweis's Miſſionary Sermon, page 7. 
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If Mr. H. conceives that the truths of the Goſpel are 
*© tenets of barren orthodoxy,” the Public will not be 
ſurprized if he ſhould reject them. Many a ſplendid 
ſtar has fallen from Heaven]. Principles that are barren 
and unfruitful ought to be renounced. Orthodoxy, and 
yet barren! This Gentleman does not ſay, Many pro- 
feſſore, orthodox in their ſentiments, are barren in prac- 
tical godlineſs; but profeſſors of ** barren orthodox y. 
Had theſe words ſlipped his lips in preaching, candour 
would have ſaid, “it was an unguarded ſentence, a lapſus 
linguz,” But, the ſermon was -preached, afterwards 
written, and then “ reviſed for the Preſs, which 
proves a deliberate attack upon the truth, approaches 
to high treaſon againft the King of Saints, the Lord 
God of Truth, and verges upon blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, the inſpirer ot truth. Such contempt 
of earthly majeſty, would deprive a man of his liberty, 
and endanger his life. Did Mr. Weſley, or Pelagius 
himſelf, ever ſneak more contemptibly ot the precious 
doctrines of grace, than the man, who impiouſly terms 
them, ** tenets of barren orthodoxy ?” This ſingle ſen- 
tence will do more injury to the ſacred cauſe of religion, 
than all the reſt of the ſermon will do good. X 3 
Will it not furniſh Free-willers, legaliſts, and all ad- 
verſaries of the truth, with a plea againſt us? Will they 
not ſay, with a contemptuous ſneer, Why, one of your 
celebrated preachers, a profeſſed Calviniſt, denominates 
your ſyſtem, **tenets of barren orthodoxy !'' We are ſorry 
that Mr. H. from his own experience, can give the world 
no better account of the influence of heavenly truth, than 
to call its principles, © tenets of barren orthodoxy.” Has 
he profeſſed the truth ſo many years, and at laſt does he 
find it ſteril? 9 
The everlaſting, unchangeable Love of God to a pecu- 
liar people, Jer. xxxi. 3.—Free, perſonal, unconditional 
Election, in Chriſt, before the foundation of the world, 
Eph. i. 4. Predeſtination of the Ele unto eternal life, 
Rom. viii. 29. Eph. i. 5. — The conſtitution of the Covenant 
of Grace, between the ſacred Trinity, Zech. vi. 12, 13.— 
The ſuretyſhipundertaking of the Redeemer, on the behalf 
of his people, Pros. viii. 22—31.— His vicarious obedience 
and ſufferings, Mat. xx. 28. The imputation of his righ- 
teouſneſs to the choſen for juſtification, and acceptance 
yithGod, untoeternal life, Rom.v.19.—T he em” 
| i o 
Rey. ix. 1. | 
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of the Saints, Phil. i. 6, — And, their glorification in Hea- 
ven, Rom. viii. Jo. are the peculiar, diſtinguiſhing doc- 
trines of Divine Revelation. They extend, like a golden 
thread, through the whole Bible, were taught by Moſes and 
the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and have been ſealed 
by the blood of the Martyrs. Theſe glorious doctrines 
ſhine with conſpicuous, with tranſcendent, brilliancy in 
the ſyſtem of divine truth. Nevertheleſs, Mr. H. terms 
them, “the tenets of barren orthodoxy.” But, let us hear 
what a greater than Mr. H. ſays on this head. What ſays 
the Great Prophet, “the faithful and true witneſs,” the 
eſſential wiſdom of God? Hear his own words. © Hear ye 
children of the moſt high, the inſtruction of your Everlaſt- 
ing Father. For I give you good doctrine or diſcipling. 
Forſake you not my law or doctrine . The above doctrines, 
taught us by the Spirit of Jeſus, are good. Good in their 
origin, coming from the God of Truth—in their nature, 
adapted to man's depraved ſtate, to make him An : 
good in their tendency; and influence to that holineſs, 
* without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Thoſe who 
know their fallen ſtate, and are duly humbled before God, 
who are “ weaned from the milk” of ſelf-righteonſneſs, 
and **drawn from the breaſts” of legal dependencies, to 
which they adhere with all their might, as an infant to 
his mother's breaſt, are taught this divine knowledge, and. 
enabled, by the ſpiritof wiſdom, tounderſtand, ſpiritually, 
andexperimentally, theſe celeſtial doctrines, Tſa.xxviii.g. 
They are wholeſome and ſalutary. Doctrines according to 
godlineſs, I. Tim. vi. 3. They glorify the Everlaſting 
Jehovah, by an harmonious diſplay of all thedivine perfec- 
tions, exalt the riches of ſovereign grace, ſtain the pride 
of all human glory, and through the application of the 
Spirit, have the ſame influence on the ſouls of men, as 
copious ſhowers of rain, and cheering dews, on the vege- 
table world, Deut. xxxii. 2. They fructify the heart, and 
produce the fruit of a ſober, righteous, and godly life, in 
this preſent world, Tit. ii. 11, 12. Yea, theſe truths are 
the only ſources of good fruit, the ſeed of comfort, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, of all moral purity, in this 
world; and of conſume felicity in the world to come. 


All tenets contrary thereto, free-will, conditional election, 

juſtification by faith, repentance, love, and new obedience, 

er, and ſalvation by the merit of works, in 

4 | whole 

+ Prov. iv. 1, 2. Heb. Tootea, deftrinam meam, ne gere- 
linquite. Jun. Tremellius. 


blended toget 
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' whcleor in part, are doctrines of men, Col. ii. 22. Theſe 
produce effects, enn doctrines of grace, 
mentioned above, diſhonour God, and are the ſeed o 
antinomianiſm and of all abominations, The maſs of man- 
kind, lying in the arms of the Devil, 27 7w r I. John 
v. 19. in a ſtate of degeneracy, are all advocates for the 
doctrines of free-will, and the merit of works. A preg- 
nant proof they are not of God, but are the ſmoke, aſcend- 
ing from the bottomleſs pit, darkening, and eclipſing the 
lory of the Sup of Righteouſneſs, Rev. ix. 2. And, as 
the pure doErines of Grace are of God, and lead to him, 
ſo Arminian, and all antichriſtian errors and hereſies, are 


iS” QC: 


| s ſpoketi out, depreciating the truth, 
and tending to its diſreputation, is Keerett) whiſpered by 
others, in the Evangelical Magazine. The former, in a 
manly tone, has declared his mind, the latter expreſs it by 
implication. If the conductors of this periodical work, do 
not imagine that the doctrines of grace are **tenets of bar- 


ren orthodoxy,” how is it, that they are, almoſt, intirely 


rejected from having a place in that repoſitory? The 
doQrtnes of free grace, before mentioned, treated in their 
28 order, 
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order, connection, dependence, and genuine fruits and 
effects, with clearneſs and perſpicuity, would give dignity, 
and ſublimity to the work, and Ae the city of God. 
Thus, it would be brought Ps. ully, to the character of 
an Evangelical Magazine. No doctrine of the ſacred. 
ſcriptures ſhould be dropped or concealed, upon princi- 
ples of carnal reaſon, which is to be wiſe above what is- 
written ; or, through fear of men, or, for the ſake of re- 


putation, wealth, and friends. To decline the diſcuſſion; 


of truths, diſguſting to natural corrupted reaſon, and the 


pride of free- Will, 1s, indeed, a proper method to make 
* a fair ſhew in the fleſh,” to procure the reputation of 
being men of © candour, liberality, moderation,” and to 
eſcape ** perſecution for the Croſs of Chriſt.” This may 
exempt a man from the hateful charge of bing! abigot,” 


But, ſuch a conduct is not followingthe, Fromple of the-. 


Lamb of God. It is the will of Chriſt, that no truth 
ſhould be hid, but every thing that he hath taught us, re- 
lating tp doctrine as well as duty, ſhould be publiſhed, 
and proclaimed ©* upon the houſetop;” that is, in the moſt. 
clear and open manner, with godly. ſimplicity, This, the 


great Fro et has enforced by his own example; for, 
ver he heard of his Father, he made known to his 
diſciples, John xv. 15. And they who act otherwiſe, are 
wicked, and diſcover unfaithfulneſs to Chriſt, to truth, 


whatever 


and the ſouls of men. 2 


Thanks be to Heaven, there is yet an honeſt zeal for 


the whole truth, © the whole counſel of God, exiſting, 


in a remnant of his miniſtering ſervants, 'They would not 


part with a ſhred of Bible verity for the world. They con- 


ider the juſt charge of being a half-way-man, by conceal- 


of all other, the moſt degrading and contumelious. Such 
rejoice in being miſcalled, *<higots,” They ares fiybborn 
ſet of men, who believe that every particle of doctrinal 


e ne part of doctrinal truth, or a Semi-divine, 


truth, the wiſdom of God ſaw neceſſary for his own glory, 
and the felicity of his people. In forms, modes of wor- 


ſhip, and church-diſcipline, they would be as pliant as 
any, and“ becoms all things to all men.“ But, not to- 
ward thoſe, who either bring in another Goſpel, or by 
dropping and concealing truth, do mutilace the ſacred 115 
tein, to the diſhonour of Chriſt, and the injury of his 
people. Doctrinal truths ſhould be fully treated. Such as 
relate to the knowledge of God, his Being, Perfections, 
and Perſons. As, that there are three Perſons in the Ras 

95 at, DET Re, T's bead, 
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head, Father, Son, and Spirit, without which, the œco- 
nom of ſalvation, in which each Divine Perſon has his 

culiar concern, cannot be anderſtood. — The co-equa- 
ity; eternity, and glory of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
with the Father, equally partakers of the ſame excellen- 
cies; attributes, and perfections: which account for the 
virtue, and efficacy of the blood, righteouſneſs, and ſacri- 
fice of Chriſt, and how ſafely he may be relied on for 


ſalyation ; and how equal the Holy Spirit is to his work 
and office. Likewiſe, ſuch doctrines às relate to the ſin 
of Adam, and all his poſterity in him, Rom. v. 12. to the 
imputation of the guilt of that firſt fin unto them, to con- 
demnation, Rom. v. 16. and the derivation ot a corrupt 


nature from him; ani, which reſpect the impurity, and 


impotence of human nature, as to every thing that is good. 
This would diſplay the origin of moral evil, and manifeſt 


the righteouſnefs of God in the diſpetſations of provi- 


dente, involving thoſe that do not know the right hand 
fromthe left, in public calamities“, demonſtrate the ne- 


ceſſity of heart-changing grace, has a direct tendency to 
lay man in the duſt, in the deepeſt humility and felf. aba fe- 
ment, and to exalt the. riches, and magaity the glory of 


the free grace of God in his ſalvation. The docttines of 
grace ſhould be copiouſly, and zealouſly aſſerted. Thę doc- ' 


trines of the everlaſting Love of God, Election, Re emp- 


tion, Vocation, Juſtificalion, Pardon, Reconciliation, 
Union to Chriſt, final Perſeverance, with every other re- 


vealed trutht. Divine truths being fully diſplayed, in their 


beautiful concatenation and glory, Nene furniſh out the 
ober, righteous, and godly | 


principles and motives of a fober 
converſation. In vain do we expect the revival of prac- 


tical godtineſs, by concealing the truths of the Goſpel. | 
= 77% : 1,93, ; |} Sade " 


Audiet pugnas vitio parentum rara juventus.— Horace. 


+ Some men, in their preaching and writing, dare go no farther chan 
the Atonement of Chriſt. Antecedent verities, of which Atonement 


is a bleſſed fruit, they think unneceſſary to be taught. But, it is evident, 


without proportionate labour is taken, to teach **the whole counſel of 


God,” the dottrine of the Atonement itſelf cannot be clearly taught, 


nor underflood by the people. Divines of this completion have no 
taſte for the full diſplay of the perſon, undertaking, work, aod glory 
of Chriſt. This brightneſs, beaming from the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
is too ſtrong for their eyes. Some of theſe Mefſieurs, a while ago, 


aſſembled together, and paſſed a vote, That the preaching of the late | 


Mr. Romaine, of bleſſed memory, was ſo far from being calculated to 


do good, that it did much harm.“ The eminent ſervant df Chrilt pitied | 


their ignotance, and prayed for them. The Goſpel of Chriſt was never 
— purely preached ſince the days of the Apoſtles, than by Mr. 
Rom.iue. 


(4) 
If we doubt of the tendency of , truths, we pro- 


claim our ignorance of their practical energy and influ- 
ence on the mind. The way to advance the morality of the 
Goſpel, and to ſtem the torrent of inlquity, is, to aſſert 
the doctrines of grace, more fully, according to 2 
tern of Calvin, * Sk and the other Reformers. But, 
if we {till hearken to unbelief, carnal reaſon, and conſult 
our worldly intereſt, and ſo go on to hide truth, and put 
the Goſpel light under a buſhel ; the Holy Spirit, being 
grieved, will withdraw, and expoſe the folly of our imagi- 
nations, and ſuffer the world to be deluged with more 
iniquity, doQtinal and practical, than at preſent. All the 
truth, [vtematically digeſted, the Public have a right to 
expect, according to the propoſals of the work at Ecltt. 
By.this time, the Magazine ſhould have given the world 
a compleat body of divinity, and things of leſs importarice 
might have been wholly omitted, or lefs diffuſely treated. 
Then, a man of ſenſe, would have been pleaſed and pro- 
fited by a ſecond 2 This periodical work, properly 
conducted, might have been highly ſubſervient to trut 
and religion. Every lover of truth rejoiced at its birth; 
none more ſincerely than the Writer of this. But, as it 
proceeds in the ſuppreſſion of evangelic truth, dropping 
and concealing the leading doctrines of grace, looking | 
more like dry morality than the Goſpel of the Grace 
of God,” it tends to deſtroy a taſte for a pure evangelic 
ſtrain of doctrine, and to increaſe a higher guſt of Bax- 
terianiſm. An evangelical Chriſtian, living in cloſe com- 
munion with God, will find more ſolid comfort in read- 
ing one of Erſkine's ſetmons, or os writer of his caſt, 
than in twenty numbers of this work. 
increaſe of Arminianiſm. While the Arminian Magazine 
has its batteries ever opens aiming at the demolition of 
truth, our Evangelical E is ſilent, meanly com- 
pounds, or baſely ſurrenders the caſtle of truth to the 
enemy. For, in ſuch circumſtances, to be ſilent is to be- 
tray the cauſe. Indeed, proper oppoſition is made to 
Socinians and Deiſts. But, it ſeems, Arminianiſm, is 
become a poor harmleſs thing. Arminians truſt in the 
merits of Chriſt, it is ſaid,” though they reje& the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, by which he hath merited ! The 
ſyſtem of errors, which in the laſt century, the ſuſpicion 
of a man's having a predilection for, would ſubject him 


G | _— 


It oecaſions tho 


* 
of, was adjudged a crime of that magnitude, as to be a 
ground of expulſion from our univerſities, is, by our ad- 
vocates for candopr,” a trifling matter. Our anceſtors 
could fee the affinity of Arminianiſm to Popery, and 
that to become an Arminian, was, almoſt, tantamount to 
iving up the glorious cauſe of the Reformation. We 
ope our Gentlemen, who furniſh materials for the Evan- 
ical Magazine, and the Editors, eſpecially, who act ſo 
Tiſintereſtedly in this buſinefs, for which the Public are 
indebted to them, will take theſe hints, and act upon them, 
to the honour of God, the advancement of his truth, and 
the refutation of error. e ne 5 
A few refleftions ſhall bring this work to a period. 
From what has been ſaid, we learn the neceſſity of uſing 
all means in our power, for the extenſion of the Goſpel, 
the pure, unadulterated Goſpel of Chriſt. Miniſters and 
people, by the ſigns of the times, are called upon to con- 


5 tend, earneſtly contend, for the faith once delivered to the 


ſaints||. We Miniſters are ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God, and are under the moſt folemn obligations to be 
faithful“. To preach ſound doctrine, the wholfome words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. After the Apoftolic precedent, 
we muſt renounce the hidden things of diſhoneſty, nat 
walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, the whole 
truth, commending ourſelves to every man's conſcience 
in the ſight. of Godt, Let the people of God be much in 
prayer, and watch diligently, that they be not led aſide by 
'plauſible words, and the authority of great names. The 
cry of the day is, © candour, union, peace, and love,” and 
tooppoſeanerror, or, to be valiant for the whole truth, &“ 
is the mark of a bigot; and the late meeting in the Metro- 

olis, it ſeems, celebrated the funeral of bigotry.” Mr. 
Baxter, and others, contended moſt zealouſly for union, 
2 and love, when they were ſapping ſome of the 
fundamental truths of aur holy religion. Beware, my 
dearly beloved, of ſuch artifices. Stand upon your guard 
alſo, againſt the authotity of great names, real, or ſup- 
png, and the ſpecious pretenſions of ſuperior zeal for 

olineſs and piety ; many have been deceived thereby. 
The holineſs and piety, which flow from zeal for 
the whole truth of the Goſpel, are alone genuine.— 


| Jude, gd verſe. * 1 Cor: iv. 1, 8. f II Cor. iv. 2. G Jer. ix. 3. 
Pelagius 


25 ſuſpenſion of office or privilege, and the open avowal 
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( 51 ) 
Pelagius was a man of t eminence in the Church, 
profoundly learned, and made great efforts to promote 
religion and piety; and, like a ſtar of the firſt magnitude, 
.ſhone forth awhile with unrivalled ſplendour; but, after- 


ward, fell into great errors,“ denying original ſin, aſſert- 
ing the purity of human nature, crying up the power of 


man's free-will, and the doctrine of perfection.“ On the 
ſyſtem of Pelagius, Arminianiſm is but à ſlight reſine- 
ment. Take heed then, my brethren, of the error of the 
wicked, II Pet. iii. 17. And may the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of Truth, lead you into all truth, doctrinal and 
rene and keep you in the ſame, unto the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, 
with the Father and — the Lord God of Truth, be 
equal and undivided Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Page 8, line 12, dele . r , ſhall &c. 

— 15, 1. 30, dele , firſt. 

———- 18, I. 1, read intereſts, _ 

—— 19, laſt line, for keep read help. 
—— 20, I. 10, read charities. | 
—— 28, 1.16, read from the charge of, &c. 
——- 20, I. 2, read Mahomet. 

—— 32, 1.2, dele it. 
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